From its first beginnings, the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement has been a multi-stakeholder effort. Civil society organizations have been engaged in establishing SUN and civil society is represented on the SUN Lead Group.
At the global level, as noted in Chapter 10 of the present volume, civil society has helped shape and build support for SUN with donor governments. At the country level, civil society organizations have an important role to play in strengthening the political will, engaging in policy development/reform; in designing and implementing programs; and in monitoring and feedback.
In June 2011, the first international meeting to help organize the voice of civil society in the SUN Movement was held in Washington. The focus was on building political commitment to scaling up nutrition as part of the 1,000 Days Partnership and Call to Action. Participants discussed the unique role of civil society. Specifically, it was noted that civil society organizations work closely in and with communities. They have extensive reach, often working in areas that are not being served by government programs. They also have a great deal of experience with implementation and a greater understanding of the causes of undernutrition in each community that can and should be leveraged. Participants also noted that civil society organizations work across sectors and have developed integrated solutions in their programs.
Civil society also has an important role to play in advocacy. Political leadership and support is essential to making progress on any given issue. Civil society organizations can help develop leaders and champions and improve the enabling policy environment for addressing maternal and child nutrition through advocacy. They can :
Educate and rally support
• Draw attention to and define the issues;
• Build consensus among other civil society actors and policy advocates;
• Work together to shape and advance policy solutions and recommendations.
Persuade
• Elevate the importance of an issue;
• Urge leadership on an issue;
• Identify and engage effective and credible messengers.
Key messages
• Civil society has helped to shape the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement at global level and helps to deliver improved nutrition at country level.
• As the deadline for the Millennium Development Goals approaches, hunger and malnutrition remain part of the unfinished agenda.
• As the international community debates the post-2015 development framework, food security and nutrition should be explicitly addressed in the goals, and stunting should be a priority indicator.
• Civil society organizations work closely in, and with, communities, and have experience in implementing multi-sectoral programs. They are uniquely positioned to advocate for greater attention to hunger and malnutrition.
• By engaging national governments on the post-2015 agenda, civil society can play an important role in elevating nutrition as a priority for the next set of goals. • Lend support to a specific point of view within the debate and make the case for a specific set of policy solutions.
Broker
• Carry information and messages between different players;
• Help identify common objectives;
• Add pressure when needed or helpful.
Engage and mobilize grassroots constituents
• Inform and educate grassroots and the engaged public about issues -show connections between issues and how specific policy actions can help;
• Demonstrate public support for specific measures being debated;
• Build relationships with members of parliament and their staff -to show that there is a long-term constituency around the issues.
In the two years since the first civil society gathering, there has been much progress in deepening the engagement of civil society in the SUN Movement. "We are told that 45 percent of our children under the age of five -a terrifying percentage -are affected by malnutrition. The painful truth is that, despite the goals to eradicate it, malnutrition among our under-fives still persists and tends to grow. For 45 percent of our children under the age of five, malnutrition is not a mere conceptual reference, but rather a tragic daily experience, a disgraceful reality for all of us ...This is an affront to our collective conscience. It is an imperative need of our times to be aware of this reality, because of what a situation affecting 45 percent of our children under the age of five entails in terms of human suffering and the squandering of life and intelligence …We appreciate and exalt the work being done by Zambia Civil Society Scaling up Nutrition Alliance in creating an awareness of the inevitable need for profound socioeconomic structural changes that are needed to address these problems."
The editorial went on to call on the government to take action. In February 2013 the civil society alliance hosted a media capacity building workshop to educate journalists on the issue.
In There is gathering momentum around the post-2015 development agenda. Civil society engaged in nutrition and nutrition advocacy globally and in SUN countries specifically should pay attention to the debate and engage constructively to ensure that nutrition is strongly represented in whatever framework is agreed.
Since 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have been the dominant global development framework. The MDGs have come to represent the most holistic approach yet to human development. They have galvanized public support around the world for ending hunger and extreme poverty. In 2012, the World Bank announced that the percentage of people living below the international poverty line had already fallen by more than half, thus achieving a 2015 target for MDG 1, which calls for cutting extreme poverty and hunger in half. More people escaped poverty during the 2000s than in any decade in history. Even more importantly, progress was made in every major region of the world. In addition, since 1990, the baseline year for measuring progress towards the MDGs, at least 75 percent of all participating countries have made progress in reducing poverty, hunger, and maternal/child mortality, and in providing clean drinking water. Nearly two-thirds of countries have made progress in gender equality by improving girls' enrollment in primary school. Between 1999 and 2005, the number of children dying of measles fell by 75 percent -from more than 500,000 deaths each year to about 126,000. Overall, there has been a two-thirds reduction in child mortality, due largely to the continued rollout of vaccines. Clear, time-bound and measurable targets have certainly been important in focusing political attention and resources on the MDGs and improving accountability for results.
Despite these successes, much remains to be done, and challenges remain. Significantly, hunger and malnutrition are still part of the unfinished agenda. At the current rate of progress, the hunger target will not be met by 2015. The MDGs measure progress in reducing hunger by calorie intake and children's weight. Yet even combining efforts to improve calorie intake and children's weight with the dramatic reduction in extreme poverty that has been achieved has not been effective in speeding up progress against malnutrition, particularly the continued high rates of stunting (when a child is far too short for age) and wasting (when a child weighs far too little for height) -both of which are signs of chronic malnutrition.
Over the next two years, as we approach the MDG deadline of December 2015, it is imperative to invest more resources in strategies to reduce malnutrition that we know to be effective. In 2015, through a process shepherded by the United Nations, national leaders are expected to decide on a new set of global development goals. A vigorous debate about what these goals should be is already under way. There are many ideas now being put forward about what a new set of goals should include. It is critical to include hunger and malnutrition targets. National leaders will identify these based on the recommendations of the international development community, reflecting the best medical and scientific evidence, and there is growing consensus on how to do this.
Nutrition and the Post-2015 Development Agenda -the role of civil society WHO nutrition targets for 2025
In 2012, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) agreed a set of six nutrition targets to be achieved by 2025. These are:
• A 40 percent reduction in the global number of children under age 5 who are stunted;
• 50 percent reduction in anemia among women of reproductive age;
• 30 percent reduction in low birth weight;
• No increase in childhood overweight;
• An increase to 50 percent in the proportion of infants breastfed exclusively (no other food or water) for the first 6 months.
• A reduction of childhood wasting to 5 percent and maintenance of the rate at 5 percent or lower.
Jane Sebbi tends to her goats in Kamuli, Uganda. Sebbi grows corn, bananas, coffee, amaranth, potatoes, soy beans, common beans and sweet potatoes. She also takes care of pigs, goats and chickens
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A villager poses for a photograph in Chiquimula, Guatemala. Chiquimila is in the Corredor Seco (Dry Corridor), an area near the Honduran border that recently suffered a severe drought, thus exacerbating poverty and malnutrition in a country that has the highest malnutrition rate in the Western Hemisphere.
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At a February 2013 consultation on "nutrition in the post-2015 development agenda" in Washington, DC, nutrition experts agreed that nutrition should be more explicitly addressed in the next set of development goals and that stunting should be the priority indicator. Stunting is a powerful indicator, not only of the impact of malnutrition on a child, but also of chronic inequality and deprivation in a community. Experts also agreed that the next set of goals need more than one nutrition indicator, and that the WHO targets provide a sound set of alternatives.
In 
Guatemala: Gilma's Story
In a country like Guatemala, where social norms change slowly, gender parity in education can't come soon enough. Guatemala is a middle-income country, but it has the highest rate of malnutrition in the Western Hemisphere and one of the highest in the world. It also ranks near the top of an index measuring inequality in Latin America.
Gilma, a five-year-old girl, lives in a Guatemalan village precariously on the edge of food insecurity in the best of times. In more challenging times, children like her are at grave risk. In 2011, a severe drought struck her region of the country, leading the US government to send food aid. Without the food aid, many children there might have died from malnutrition, and this is what almost happened to Gilma.
Gilma has four siblings, all of them boys, and that means she and her mother eat last and often there is nothing left for them. Her greatest disadvantage is not that she is a poor child in a region where food is often scarce, but that she is a poor girl there. By November 2011, Gilma was suffering from a condition known as severe acute malnutrition (SAM). Her legs were swollen and ulcerated, as happens when children suffer such severe malnutrition. In Guatemala, when a child falls below the SAM threshold, government health officials must be alerted and they will then assume responsibility for care.
Gilma was fortunate in that her village was receiving food aid. Save the Children, the nongovernmental organization (NGO) administering the program, contacted health officials when Gilma slipped from moderate to severe acute malnutrition, but the officials didn't respond right away. She is alive today because of the persistence of Save the Children staff in getting the officials' attention.
Before long, Gilma will be going to school; hopefully, her education will enable her to prevent what happened to her from happening to her daughters.
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Ghana: Lydia's Story
The Development Action Association (DAA) provides training to women farmers in Ghana, working in some of the poorest communities in the country. Lydia Sasu is the executive director of DAA, which she co-founded in 1997. Before DAA, Ms Sasu worked in Ghana's Ministry of Agriculture and served as the country's first female agriculture extension agent. Working with women farmers has been her life's work, shaped by her experiences as a child watching her mother struggle against obstacles that have hardly changed for the women she works with today.
In spite of the success Ghana has had in reducing hunger -meeting the 2015 MDG target before any other country in sub-Saharan Africa -progress has not been shared equally by all. Rural women and girls are the most disadvantaged members of society. This remains true of Ghana, even though its record of progress on gender equality is stronger than that of many other African countries. Progress on the MDGs is bound to stall until it is a top priority to confront and correct the structural inequalities that hold marginalized groups in society back.
In recent years, Sasu, now 65, has been invited to speak at international events on women in agriculture, most recently at the United Nations In the program, Tohomina learned why a diverse, healthy diet is important, and also about the importance of breastfeeding her daughter. Tohomina attended classes for almost two months, hearing from health workers the benefits of giving Adia only breast milk during her first six months of life.
Tohomina has stuck to that schedule, introducing supplementary foods only after the initial six-month period, and she'll continue to breastfeed Adia until she is two. One could be forgiven for thinking that the work is done! Now is not the time for complacency, however. The commitments have to be fulfilled. More importantly, resources and policies must result in dramatic reductions in the number of stunted children.
In order to ensure sustained political commitment, civil society needs to speak with unified, clear messages about the importance of nutrition in the post-2015 development goals. Communicating how fundamental good nutrition in the pregnancy and early childhood is to ending extreme poverty must be part of advocacy efforts in the near future.
There will be many interests and issues that will be under consideration. Countries that are taking steps to scale up nutrition are uniquely placed to make the case for including a nutrition goal, indicators and targets. Civil society can advocate for them to do just that. 
Further reading
